SADDLEBACK VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT
Four years of attendance at the senior high school or its equivalent.  Any exception must be planned and approved by the Superintendent and the Governing Board.  To receive a diploma from a comprehensive high school in the SVUSD, a student must be in attendance at a comprehensive high school for their last semester prior to graduation.  However, a student may receive a comprehensive high school diploma if all requirements are completed by the end of the last District summer school session regardless of the site location of summer school.

SUBJECT AND CREDIT REQUIREMENT

To receive a diploma from the Saddleback Valley Unified School District, a student must earn the following minimum credits:






220 TOTAL CREDITS

GRADE LEVEL
COURSE



              165 CREDITS BY SUBJECT AREA


      9 – 12

ENGLISH






  40


      9 – 12

MATHEMATICS*





  30


      9 – 12

SCIENCE






  30





     10 credits Physical Sciences





     10 credits Biological/Life Sciences





     10 credits any science courses





SOCIAL SCIENCE





  30

10 


     10 credits World History

     11


     10 credits U.S. History

     12


       5 credits Civics

     12


       5 credits Economics


     10 – 12

HEALTH






    5


       9


PHYSICAL EDUCATION **COURSE 1


  10


     10 – 12

PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE 2



  10


      9 – 12

FINE ARTS and/or FOREIGN LANGUAGE





and/or PERFORMING ARTS and/or APPLIED





ARTS/TECHNICAL/BUSINESS 



  10 


      9 – 12

ELECTIVE CREDITS





  55

*   The 30 credits of Mathematics must include the content of the SVUSD Algebra 1 course.  (One year of

     Algebra 1 or two years of Algebra 1A and Algebra 1B).  Students completing Algebra 1 with a grade of “B”

     or better at the intermediate school will have met one year of the high school mathematics graduation

     requirements and must complete an additional 20 units of advanced math at the high school level.  No high

     school credits will be granted for completing Algebra 1 at the intermediate level.  

** A student in 9th grade must enroll in physical education.  Students who participate in athletics, cheer, marching band, 

     colorguard and drumline will receive PE credit.  All ninth graders must take the Physical Fitness Test.  No student will

     receive credit for more than eight (8) semesters of physical education.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE REQUIREMENT

Students must earn a total GPA of 1.75 or above to graduate from the Saddleback Valley Unified School District.  These graduation requirements apply to all students, including those students who transfer into the SVUSD.

WRITING PROFICIENCY

A student must demonstrate grade level writing proficiency on a District benchmark activity, given first at grade 10.

CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAM

The California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) is a requirement for high school graduation.

COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIREMENT

A student must submit verification of a minimum of eight hours of community service or equivalent project to be completed during their high school career.  The verification deadline is the end of the first semester of the student’s 12th grade year.
