AP World History Summer Reading Assignment
World History the Basics by Peter N. Stearns

Students can find the book used on Amazon using the following link.
http://amzn.to/2rV3YgN
The goal of this assignment is to expose students to a condensed and
synthesized preview of AP World History. Due to the rigor and pacing of
this course, MVHS AP World instructors found it beneficial for students to
be exposed to a general overview of the curriculum over the summer
break. An incoming student of World History should first and foremost
understand why the study of history is a necessity. In addition students
will be exposed to a new form of understanding history through the
context of thematic learning as opposed to a strictly linear timeline. Due
to the vast landscape we will be exploring during the coming year in AP
World History we have to understand, and recognize patterns within the
various time periods that we will be investigating.

Chapter 1:Introduction: What and Why is World History?
● Students should identify the author’s main argument and supporting rationale regarding the
importance of studying world history.
● Be able to support,modify, or refute the author’s point of view.
Chapter 2: A World History Skeleton
● Students should have a basic understanding of how the author characterizes major time periods
and eras in world history.
● Make note of how the author builds upon the discussion of varying historical time periods in the
chapters that follow.
● Compare these concepts to the College Board Historical Periods chart below.

The remaining chapters discuss topics such as geographic regions,civilizations, themes, and
disputes in world history. Students should also utilize this work to begin to understand the AP
History Reasoning Skills and Disciplinary Practices as outlined by the College Board below.
Students are highly encouraged to familiarize themselves with the College Board’s Website.
Here students can find information about: the Course Exam Description, Course Overview, and
Practice Exams. Use the link below.
http://bit.ly/1LJj4Jv

