DRESS CODE

Laguna Hills High School recognizes its obligations to provide an educational environment, which will prepare students for successful and productive adult lives.  In an effort to meet this goal, while on campus or at school sponsored events, students shall be dressed in a manner which reflects the local school standards as determined by administrators, teachers, support staff, parents, and students through a collaborative process and in accordance with California Education Code Sections 35183 (“Gang Related Apparel”) and 32282(a).  Local standards shall ensure that student dress will not detract from or interfere with the educational process, both on campus or in the classroom, or with school safety, while complying with legal standards.  Local standards provide for alternative means of expression, consistent with Education Code Sections 48907 and 48950 and shall be content-neutral in their application.  Although LHHS believes that the major responsibility for the cleanliness, grooming, and dress standards rests with the individual parents, the school has the responsibility of assuring that the health, safety, and general welfare of all students are safeguarded and promoted.

Prohibited on Campus or School Sponsored Events Including Saturday School

1. Clothing which displays gang insignia or which could reasonably be construed as gang-related, including, but not limited to, initialized belt buckles, dangling belts below waist level, trench-coats, pants or shorts not worn at waist level, or which are sagging or oversized, bandanas, hairnets or “doo-rags” are not allowed.  Tattoos that are gang related or promote gangs must be covered at all times.  Long-shorts (i.e. shorts to the ankles), any color t-shirt that extends past the finger tips when the hands hang down to the sides, and pulled up socks are prohibited.  Shirts that are too baggy and/or are too long (as determined by the administration) are prohibited.  Pants should be able to stay up without a belt and underwear should not be visible at any time in any position.  Pants and shorts larger than 2 sizes over wearer’s normal size are not allowed.

2.   Clothing, which is obscene, libelous, and slanderous or which causes a substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the campus is not allowed (including, but not limited to, clothing which references or implies by words, symbols or graphics, alcohol or tobacco products, drugs, gangs, tagging, violence, or which displays sexual references, sexist, racist, vulgar, or hate messages).  Pants tucked into military style boots or any military type look is prohibited.  Hooded sweatshirts with the hood pulled up which conceals a persons face is prohibited.  Any derogatory message directed towards any person or group is prohibited.  Specific examples of this type of clothing include, but are not limited to:  187 t-shirts, happy/sad face t-shirts, rolled up pant leg, Mob Inc. gear, Orange county script gear, LA gear, swastikas, iron cross, and shirts with Old English script.  These restrictions also apply to backpacks, notebooks, and schoolwork.  

3.  Clothing, accessories, and/or personal items which could be used as weapons, such as spiked wrist/ankle bands, spiked rings, or wallet chains are not allowed.  Spikes that are worn in eyebrows, lips, or ears are not acceptable.  Rosary beads wrapped around the wrist or worn as jewelry are not allowed. 

4.  Clothing that disrupts the orderly operation of the campus or which could be construed as immodest, provocative, unsafe, or extreme is not allowed.  Clothing that has been cut or has holes in inappropriate areas is not acceptable.  Clothing that is too revealing or low cut that shows too much cleavage are not allowed (including, but not limited to, strapless and/or off the shoulder tops, spaghetti straps, camisoles, halter tops, anything that ties around the neck, tube tops, bandeau tops, bathing suit tops, clothing exposing a bare midriff, shorts and skirts of an inappropriate length, and tops that do not cover bras).  If your bra shows, it is not permitted regardless of the type or color of bra.  It is a violation of the dress code, when you wear a sweatshirt over a banned item if the sweatshirt or jacket comes off, or is open.  In addition, when you are wearing a long shirt over your below the waist pants, you will be in violation of dress code if your body position or movement makes your underwear visible.  For girls, sleeveless tops must have shoulder straps that are a minimum 1” wide in the narrowest area.  Sleeveless shirts, like tank tops or basketball jerseys for boys are not allowed unless they have a sleeved t-shirt underneath.  Shoes and shirts must be worn at all times. 

5. Only LH hats and beanies may be worn at school or to school sponsored events.   For example non-LHHS logo, sports/team caps, beanies or hoods are not allowed.  No altering, initializing or changing of the original hat or beanie is allowed.  Headwear is not allowed inside the classroom.

6. Students are not allowed to carry blankets or wear sleep attire such as pajamas, bathrobes, slippers, etc.  

Laguna Hills High School wishes to promote a safe, friendly, non-intimidating environment for students and staff alike.  To this end, the dress code shall be enforced and students will be subject to consequences.  Parents need to be mindful of these rules when purchasing clothing for school.  LHHS would appreciate your active involvement in supervising how your student dresses for school.  

Consequences

First violation, Student will be asked to turn the apparel inside out, wear P.E. clothes, or remove the item, when appropriate.  Parents may be called and Saturday School will be assigned.

Second violation, One day in-house suspension. 

Third violation, 3 days in-house suspension. Parents will be required to sign a behavior contract.  In addition, students who reach this level of defiance will not be allowed to attend any dances or other school co-curricular activities.
